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-I.—Forzien Porttics, 
Tar Roznama-i-Mukaddus Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 20th July Pomamar¥ oxsp- 


- attributes the murder of the King of Servia to the waa 
The cause of the murder of the machinations of Russia. _ During the lifetime of 
King of Servis. | the deceased King, Russia failed to establish an 


exclusive ascendency in Servia, The present ruler will be a helpless tool in the 


hands of the Russian diplomats. ob tas ae - 
anjivant [Calcutta] of the 23 writes as follows:— SaNsivant, 
: 8 min : r. Brodrick, hecnieny for War, has declared July 23rd, 1908. 
An act of injustice to India. that a portion of the expenses of the 25,000 British 
troops to be garrisoned in South Africa shall be defrayed by India, inasmuch 
as India will be benefited by these troops in times of need, 
The Boers are no cowards. To keep them under control a large number 
of troops is necessary. Who is to defray their expenses? The British people 
will not do it, nor is it easy to make the Boars pay, There only remains 
weak, down-trodden India, who may be bled at will without protest from a a 
body. This loyal and submissive country has been bled many times. Mr. 
Brodrick has determined to bleed it again. How long will such injustice 
continue? Bombay has protested against this. Calcutta should also raise a 
violent agitation against it. Cowards can only make loud protests. Let us 


do 80. , : 

8. The Aitavadi[Calcutta] of the 24th July writes as follows :— - Aimavant, 
We have been taken aback by Mr. Brodrick’s July 24th, 1908. 

‘Lhe nation of the — of the proposal to saddle India with a portion of the 

ee South African army expenditure on the ground 

that in times of need she will be able to draw on the South African army. 

There ought to be no question about the whole cost of the ‘South African arm 

being a charge on England, for whose sole benefit it is maintained in Sout 

Africa. India has more than once lent her soldiers for active service in China, 

South Africa, and Somaliland, and may have to lend them many times again 

in future, but will the Home or any Colonial Government bear a portion of 

her military expenditure on that account? If not, why should she be asked 

to bear a portion of the South African military expenditure on the ground that 

in some far futurity she may have to borrow troops from South Africa? Is 

Indian money so very cheap? We hope that the Government of India will 

not support Mr. Brodrick’s proposal. A vigorous protest should also arise from 

all the children of the soil, irrespective of caste and creed. It is a good sign 

that our contemporary of the Englishman newspaper has already taken up his 

pen to vigorously protest against the proposal, ao 


4, ‘The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 25th July says that Mr, Brodrick’s  Bancavasr, 
roposal of saddling India with a portion of the Ju'y 25th, 1903. 


The question of the cost of the S 


South African Contingent. outh African army expenditure has astonished 


not only the Indians but Englishmen also. The 
Pioneer newspaper says :— | 
_“In maintaining the army in this country, British and Indian, in an 
efficient state, India discharges to the full her liability for the defence of her 
Empire: to call upon her to contribute to the up-keep of forces abroad in 
whose disposition she hasno voice would be an undisguised exercise of the 
superior power to which it would be difficult to find a parallel in the relations 
of the two countries since India came under the Crown.” | 
sits The Englishman says :—‘ The imposition is as unjust as the excuse afforded 
or if is trivial, Indeed one wonders how any responsible Minister of the | 
rown can have the effrontery to advance so obviously insincere a reason for 
throwing on India another military burden.” : 
. The Indian’s only hope is Lord Curzon, and it is believed that His 
xcellency will never acquiesce in Mr, Brodrick’s proposal.’ | 3 
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 Sanzivast. 


| at Habigaaj. 


able to get hold of the thieves in the course of a month, although the theft 
‘occurred in an office not above two hundred paces from the thana and con- 


( 658 ) 
II.— Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Police. 


5. The Bikas [Barisal] of the 21st July says:—_— 
a The opinion prevails in many quarters that 
zee eevee see Come). ie Be Police have never shown marked 
Rise SS success in the apprehension of criminals, This 
opinion does not seem to be quite unfounded. To carry a difficult investigation 
to a successful termination, sharp intelligence, cleverness and ample time 
are indispensably necessary. The Beckerganj police, especially at the present 
time, do not lack these qualities, but unfortunately they have no time, 
The office work to be done at the thana has become so heavy that the greatest 
ge of the time of the police officers is taken up by it, leaving very little 
or the investigation of cases. It appears that Mr. Simpson, the District 
Superintendent of Police, Backerganj, is strictly enforcing the completion of 
the office work in due form. As a consequence, the police officers can 
devote very little time to a thorough and successful investigation of , 
If this state of affairs is allowed to continue very long, crime will alarmingly 
increase in the district, rendering life and property unsafe, eo 
6. A correspondent writing in the Tripura Hitaiss (Comilla] of the 
Oe .. @lst July says that two young men kidnapped an 
m.. og BS P a ti in the ynmarried daughter of the late Mahesh Singh of 
sah s the village Dhamati, in the Tippera district, aged 
13 years. The chaukidars and the panchayets, with their usual le 
omitted to give information to the police. It appears that the police caught 
hold of these three persons at Narayanganj; but not knowing anything 
against them, let them go. Had the chaukidars been more alert in informing 
the police, the miscreants could not certainly have escaped unpanished, 
7. The Medint Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 22nd July says that within 
ee nearly one month thefts have been committed in 
pay wo village in the Midma- ¢he houses of Dharani Bhatta, Gopi Mahapataa, 
oti Golok Bihari Ghosh and Kumeda Charan Ghosh in 
the Patli village under the Narayangarh thana in the Midnapore district. The 
Narayangarh thana is situate at a distance of only four miles from the village. 
Thefts and dacoities are frequently occurring within the jurisdiction of the thana. 
But what is the reason that not one of them has been as yet traced ? 
8. The Jyoti Seca oso! of the 23rd July says that the number of 
ioe murders is increasing in the Chittagong Division 
wn in the Caita- Comilla has become famous for murders, while 
sata ne ckiaee Noakhali is astonishing the province with scandal 
after scandal. And more crimes and murders are committed than the Courts 
know of. Rumour says that many of the higher police officers are implicated 
in these crimes, Whatever may be the cause, this at least is certain that crimes 
have greatly increased in the division. The Government should place an 
able detective officer, if not in every district, at least in every division. | 
9. The Sanjtvant [Calcutta] of the 23rd July says: — 
ee Ae) About a month ago nearly a thousand rupees 
A came of theft in the Treasury was stolen from the Government Treasury at 
| Habiganj, The police, however, has not be 


tinually guarded by police sentries. At firstthe police wanted to have it 
believed that it was a case of misuppropristion and not of theft. But if it was 
not theft, how did the steel network at the windows come to be broken and the 
boxes within the Tre ‘room come to be displaced and turned upside down ? 
In fact, whatever they may #ay the incapacity of the Habiganj police is being 
found out at every step. pon 

19, The same paper publishes the following report from corre 

-spondents :— 


Pe cles ¢ the Chauki- Chavals Bhadkura, a | pur, Tangail, : 


~ Mymensingh—This isa poor village inhabited by ® 
few gentlemen, and.@ large number of labourers and cultivators. Formerly 


te 


(659). 


there were two chaukidars in this. village ; at present there are three. The 
Chaukidari tax assessments have been increased twice and sometimes thrice their 
former value. ‘The tax has to be gathered from the labourers by auction sale. 
The Government believes that no one has to pay more than a rupee as tax. But 
‘n fact very few have to pay less than arupee. It is said that the chaukidars 
are servants of the public. If they were really so, why do not the chaukidars 
go on their rounds 1n spite of repeated remonstrances? Do servants behave in 
ner ? : Aaa - : 

= ‘Shyampwr, Majhiarpara, Jamalpore, Mymensingh.—According - to ‘the 
Chaukidari Act any surplus which may remain outstanding at the close of 
the year shall be emplo ed in ‘reducing the tax to be collected next year. 
There. was a surplus of Rs, 132 in the Chaukidari Fund of this village at the 
end of 1309B.S. But unfortunately this us has not been so employed 
‘n the collection for the present year (13108. 5. Si i ag e, : 


The chaukidars do not perform their duties properly. Thievesand robbers 


" 
- 


increased in consequence. ‘The house-holders cannot sleep at night in 
ao The more substantial classes have to employ extra men on their own 
t. ‘ | . os * 
a is rumoured that new panchayets are going to be appointed in the place 
of the old ones. The Deputy Magistrate, itis hoped, will appoint educated 
and kind gentlemen as panchayets, — — eae 
A poor man has often to pay higher tax thana rich man. A few cases of 
unjust assessment is given below:— a 
(1) Krishna Chandra Bhattacharyya, jotedar, annual income Rs. 1,000. 
Tax Re. 1-14. | i 
(2) Tarini Kanta Basu, jotedar, annual income over Rs, 1,000, Tax 
Rs. 2.4, ate : 
(3) Hari Prasad Gop, mahajan, annual income Rs. 500 approximately. 
Tax Rs. 2-4. : 
(4) Ramkumar Gop, mahajan, annual income Rs. 500 approximately. 
Tax Rs. 2-1. : 
(5) Abdul Gafur Mian, jotedar, a resident of Perozepur. Tax Rs. 2-7. 
(i) Amiruddin Khalifa, jotedar, annual income Rs. 1,000, Tax 


Rs, 2-4, | eee 
(7) Hamidur Rahman Mian, jotedar, annual income Rs. 2,000. Tax 
Rs, 2-4. . 


(8) Abdul Sarkar, farmer, 80 years old, 10 dependants. Tax Re. 1-2. 


(9) The zamindar’s cutcherry might be made to pay Rs, 12, but it 


pays only six. 


(10) Askar Kana, r,4 dependants. Tax, imposed for the first time, 


one anna. 


(11) Mahar Sheikh, seller of mats, 6 dependants. Tax Re. 1-5, collect- 


ed generally by sale. 


(12) Chalim Pagla, o servant, gets eight-annas per month when in 


employment. ‘Tax 12 annas. 


(13) Amir Sheikh, a leper; with a son who works as alabourer, Tax 


12 annas. 


dependants. ‘Tax Re. 1-2. | 
(15).Majam Mir, beggar, 4 dependants. Tax 12 annas. 


(14) Jaher Dafadar, cultivator, cultivates 4 bighas of land only, 10 


(16) Bachir Sheikh, cultivator, resident of Bagardi, cultivates zorfa 


land, 12 dependants. Tax Rs. 2 annas 10. 
iH ) Bholi Haji, cultivator, cultivates torfa land. ‘Tax Rs. 3. 


| land. Tax Rs. 2-13, es 
(19). Jhalak Bewa, beggar, a widow unable to walk, Tax 6 annas. 


(20) Kali Hashak, a resident of Bapardi, very poor, labourer, 8 depen- 


 dants. Tax 6 annas. 
(21) Ali Pagla, labourer, 4 depen 


dants, Tax 9 annas. 


(22) Shahar Ulla, cultivates torfa land, 10 to 12 dependants. T'ax 


Re. 1-2. | 
(23) Kaehur Sheikh, Char Gobindi, labourer. Tax 6 annes, 
(24) Nechar Sheikh, Chakbandu, labourer. Tax 15 annas, 


18) Jamir Mandal, cultivator, a resident of Bagardi, cultivates sorfa 
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(25) —t a Kajai Katu, Jotedar, annual income Re, 2.009, 
ax Re. 1-8, 
(26) Kadir Manjhi, fisherman, 4 dependants, very poor. Tax Re. 1-14, 
11. In continuation of previous reports from _ correspondents, the 
, same paper publishes the following :— 
The Fpenen, pe In the case under section 406, Iswar Chandra 
Sarkar vs. Pashan Chandra Kar, the police Sub-Inspector, Kamiruddin Mian: 
did not rest satisfied with issuing a summons on the wife of Rajkrishna Babu, 
After promising to challan the accused, Pashan, he attempted to persuade 
him to implicate the wife of ti a Babu in his statement and to declare 
in it that the mukhtars Kailash Babu, Gopi Babu, and Rajkrishna Babu who 
‘were witnesses in the case against him, had beaten him’ to extort a’ confes. 
sion. He even obtained a certificate from the hospital to the effect that 
slight injuries were found on the body of the accused Pashan, More. 
over, during the absence of the Deputy Magistrate from the station, 


he ‘submitted a report to. the Sub-Deputy - Magistrate and obtained an 


order for releasing the accused Pashan on bail, although the law does 
not permit bail in an offence under section 406. Pashan, however, after 


being released on bail, has not yet dared to make any complaint, though he 


has received some visits from the police in his house. Meanwhile the case 
against Pashan has not yet been challaned. | : 

‘~The reasons for which the police bears a grudge against the mukhtars are 
viven below :— : 

About the middle of June last a beautiful Muhammadan girl of 18 years 
was ordered by the Deputy Magistrate to furnish security for attendance in 
court, The mukhtars, Rajkrishna Babu, Ishan Babu and Amiruddin Mian 
accompanied by the girl, who was in a palki, went to the house of the court Sub- 
Inspector. The latter wanted ‘‘to see the surat of the girl.” This word surat 
is used in an obscene sense in these parts of the country. The girl, who was 
coming out of the palki, on hearing this, felt very much insulted and was 
very much frightened. The mukhtars protested and challenged the Sub- 
Inspector to take the girl into his room if he dared to doso. The Sub- 
Inspector ordered his constables to bring the girl into his room by force, But 
this the constables did not dare to do. The Sub-Inspector, foiled in his 
ae ‘Sto see the surat of the girl,” re-entered his room very much crest- 

allen. | 


The police believe that the author of the account of the Aurangabad affair, 


_ published in the Sanjivani, was one of the mukhtars, Evidently the police 


were very much nettled by the publication of the account. | 
12. Referring to the notification which has appeared in a recent issue of 
| the Calcutta Gazette to the effect that a police 
examination will be held in October next for higher 
police service, and that only Europeans will be 
allowed to appear in it, the Hitava.¢ [Calcutta] of the 24th July says that 
henceforth higher police service in India will be the monopoly of Europeans, 
and natives will be eligible for the Sub-Inspectorship only. One or two 
fortunate men among them may become Inspectors, but they will never become 
Superintendents. In ability natives are equal, if not superior, to Europeans, 
but their colour is a crime and a disqualification hiding from sight many ster- 
ling qualities. ‘Those who would have led armies with distinction if Musalman 
powes nee held sway, are deemed by Englishmen unfit for Police Superinten- 
entships | 
13, A correspondent of the same paper says that the constables attached 
to the Seoraphuli and Baidyabati police outposts 
and the Serampore thana extort fruits from poor 
fruit-sellers at the Seoraphuli Adi. Whoever 
refuses to give is arrested under Act V and fined Rs. 2. | 
14. Budranarayan Patuagak, | writing from ioe Karihaénda Gebocl, roa 3 | 

. Ce to the Bangavast| Calcutta | of the 25th July, says. 
che Seenkident tex te Ociew. ts 1 ieleae peas re et used to calor either 
jagirs or small salaries of one or one-and-a-half rupee each for their chaukidan 
service. But now the chaukidar’s salary has. been increased to Rs. 4 per 
month. He receives a dress; and a collecting panchayet and a' dafadar have 


Natives excluded from the 
higher Police Examination. 


Police oppression at the Seora- 
phuli Adé. ; 


‘ 
! 
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hoon added to the village chaukidari force. . Has all this. been done in. accord- 
ance with any request made to Government by the villagers and the chaukidar? 
if not, the authorities ara guilty of having made a serious blunder. A 
sovereign, whose heart is bent on doing good to his people, can never maintain 
, small number amongst them by imposing a heavy tax upon the rest. The 
Chaukidari tax is a heavy burden on. the poor Uriyas, who are already over- 
taxed, and its rigour is not relaxed even in the case of poor incapable people. 
The poorest. man must pay his tax within the first week of the quarter or he 
smst be punished, The chaukidar never goes on his rounds at. night, crime 
‘; as frequent as at any previous time and yet people have to bear an 
oppressive Chaukidari tax imposed with the view of putting down crime. 
Government is earnestly prayed either. to abolish the tax, or to pay the chauki- 
Jar from the Government treasury, because the.jagir which he formerly enjoyed 
has been confiscated by the Government. On the whole, people are unable to 
bearthe tax any longer. ee, 
15. The Aitevarta [Calcutta] of the 26th July says that the enquiry which —Futavaam, 
the Barrackpore police is making into the cause of %% %th, 1908. 
the death of the punkha-cooly who was found 
dead on the 18th idem, is very unsatisfactory. It is hoped that the higher 
police authorities wil] employ some expert hand to investigate the case, | 
16. The same paper has the following :— oo 
i On the 8th June last a boy in the Patna City 
A complaint against the Patna Charged his master under section 377 of the Indian 
= Penal Code. The. accused master pleaded alibi, 
and the boy subsequently admitted before the Inspector of Police that the case 
was false and had been brought at the instigation of a dismissed Sub-Inspector 
of Police. In spite of that admission, however, the police reported the case in 
“A” form, On the day of hearing the police produced some false witnesses and 
tried its best to get the accused punished. But the trying Magistrate disbelieved 
the evidence ie dismissed the case. Now-a-days, the conduct of the-police has 
become very unsatisfactory. ‘Thereis no knowing how many well-to-do families 
have been ruined by such machinations ofthe police. It is a regret that the , 
higher police authorities take no notice of the conduct of such police officers. _ = 


The Barrackpore murder case. 


HITAVARBTA, 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


17, The Barisal Hitaisht | Barisal] of the 21st July says:— Banisat Hitatsat, 
: Babu Ramaprosad Maitra, Munsif, Patuakhali, 2°'7 22st, 1903. 
oe pamegnenee . M alias, in the Barisal district, has caused much harassment 
rc. OS Sst thee inhabitants of Patuakhali by his whimsical 
) proceedings. It is rumoured that at the ve 
commencement of a case he espouses the cause of one of the parties, and records 
only such evidence as is favourable to the party favoured by him. He makes 
the witnesses say what he wishes them to say by the use of threat or cajolery. 
The ignorant Muhammadan witnesses say those things which are put into their 
mouth by the munsif, deeming them to be the proper answers to the questions 
put to them. How justice prospers under these circumstances may very well 
be imagined. 
18. The Bangabhumi | Celonitnd of et Zist. July eye, that —~ Nabin Bancassvum, 

. andra Sen, the great poet, has at last been  2!y 2lst, 1903. mm 
ese cites handra Sen, promoted to the first pnd ape Deputy Magistrates. | ie 
Li The public are very thankful to His Honour the . | i 

leutenant- Governor for this recognition of Nabin Babu’s merits. aan 
19, The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh j'of the 21st July says that on the 18th casao wm, 
July last: a chaprases. attached to the court of the  suly 2tet, 1908. 
third Sub-Judge of Mymensingh insulted a_ gentle- 
ae man on the verandah’ of the court, by dragging 
_ with a cloth round his neck, On complaint being made to the. fab renee, 
@ fined the chaprasst Rs. 2. This punishment was much too light for the 
stave offence the charrassi committed. Parties to suits coming from the 
mataneel are often greatly harassed by the Civil Court chaprassts, who some- 
mes do not allow the parties themselves to enter the court room without 
pening some — In the criminal courts, the chaprassis are reinforced 
y the constables who together put mufassalites to all sorts of troubles. i 
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PaTRIKA, 
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KaSHIPUB NIVASI, 
July 22nd, 1903. 


SANJIVANI, 


July 28rd, 1903, 


SANJIVANI, 


¥ a ay wag ea 


20. The Sri Sri ‘Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairtka [Calcutta } of the 
od eet ees wa wey 8 ryt. ne inst 

Babu Ramapati De, Munsit, e pleaders of Ranaghat in the Nadia distr; 
a have recut submitted a joint petition oa 
District Judge of Nadia, accusing Babu Ramapati De, munsif, o behaving ve 
badly towards them. Mr. Cargill, the District J udge, has made a local enquiry, 
The pleaders and other gentlemen told him in one voice that Ramapati Baby 
was entirely devoid of manners and utterly incapable of dealing with a gentle. 
man, and that he should be transferred from Ranaghat. A quarrel like this 
between a munsif and his pleaders is really disgraceful. Does not Ramapati 
Babu regard courtesy, moderation and modesty as qualities which should go to 
form the character of every educated man? It 1s hoped that Ramapati Baby 
will endeavour to reform his manners. 


21. A correspondent writing in the Kashipur Nivasi [Barisal | of the 22nd 
July says that the Sub-Registrar at the station 
_ The eee Baranaddi Baranaddi, in the Barisal district, does not receive 
wheciica sins nia documents for registration, which are not presented 
within certain hours fixed by him. This strict rule causes great inconvenience. 
As the jurisdiction of this office is very extensive, people come from great 
distances to get their documents registered. If they fail to present their docv- 
ments within the specified hours, they are compelled to stay at Baranaddi at 
night. Want of proper lodging houses at Baranaddi greatly increases their 
inconvenience. 


22. The Sanjtvant ——— of the 23rd July has the following : — 


A discourteous Deputy Magis- 
trate. 


trate of Gaya, who had failed to pass the Entrance 
examination last year, wanted to take admission 
into the Entrance Class in the Gaya Zillah school, Babu Rajani Nath Ganguli, 
the Head-master, found the boy very weak in mathematics and therefore advised 
him to take admission into the second class. Next day, Maulvi Ali Asraf, the 
Deputy Magistrate, made his appearance in the school, frowned angrily, and 


abused the Head-Master in most ungentlemanly terms in the following strain:— 


“Tam really grieved at this ungentlemanly behaviour of yours You ought to 
have regard for his connections atleast. You treated my brother as a street 
boy. It was nothing but harassing him. You Hindus take every opportunity 
to wreak your vengeance upon the Muhammadans.” Rajani Babu, who isa 
gentleman of a very gentle disposition, pardoned the insult thus offerred to him 
in the presence of his students and subordinate teachers with unusual calmness. 
But the Government should not allow a Deputy Magistrate with a temper like 
this, and with so little consideration for others, to have any sort of dealing with 
the public. | | | 


23, A correspondent writing from Netrakona in the same paper says :— 
Kamal Chandra De of the village Ithar in the 
Netrakona subdivision of the Mymensingh district, 
: is a peon attached tothe Netrakona Criminal Court. 
In the case Ketu De versus Najman Hossein, he was entrusted with the service 
of summonses on Chamir Sheikh, Adu Sheikh, Kancha Sheikh and Machananda 
Khan, witnesses on the side of the prosecution. The 'peon returned the sum- 
monses as served, without having really served them, On the strength of the 
peon’s affidavit the four witnesses were prosecuted under section 174 for 
disobeying summonses. The accused ‘stated that the summonses were not 
served. The peon, on the other hand, made an affidavit declaring that he 
had served the summonses in the presence of one Ishab Khan and the wives 
of the accused respectively. Strange to say, Tartap Hossein, the Magis 
trate, believed this story and issued warrants for the arrest of' Ishab Khan and 
the wives of the accused. It now appears that there is no such person 48 
, Ishab Khan in the village of the accused: Adu Sheikh, one of the accused, 
has no wife. How shall this person, who: is non est, be arrested? Agalo, ! 
one of the accused has two wives, which of them is to be arrested ? 


_Cannot this peon be prosecuted under section 193 for making false 
a. ? Itis hoped that the District Magistrate of Mymensingh will look 
Into this case. is | Eames 


Peons serving summonses in the 
Mymensingh district. : 


\ 
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No peon should be employed in a subdivisional court who resides in that 
subdivision. For such peons pass their time in the houses of their relatives, 
and return summonses as served without ride actually served them. 

94, The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 23rd July writes as follows:— 

abu Mahendra Chandra Majumdar, Senior 
Deputy Magistrate of Chittagong, like his prede- 
cessor, Babu Lalit Kumar Das, has a partiality for reports from panchayeis. 

Nowadays, the more educated. and influential persons of a village do not 
lve in the village. The few who remain in the village do not desire to go 
‘nto the troubles incident on a panchayeiship. Thus either the ignorant and 
narrow minded, or the wicked, are appointed as panchayets. .It is not safe to 
entrust all petty complaints to these panchayets. As the panchayets fail to 
administer justice properly, it often happens that an act. of injustice, by 
reason of its being unredressed, leads a person to commit a graver crime. This 
*s one of the causes of the present heavy file in the Crimina Sessions, 

95, Referring to the sentence of three years’ rigorous imprisonment which 
has been passed on Mr. Martin by Mr. Richardson, 
the District Judge of Alipur, the Httavadt 
{ Calcutta] of the 24th July writes as follows :— ie 

We concur with the learned Judge that the punishment has been a ligh 
one, considering the gravity of the offence committed. A native, in fact, 
under similar circumstances would never have been allowed to escape with 
such a light punishment, It is, however, a matter of satisfaction that while 
Mr. Roe, the District Judge of Burdwan, acquitted Martin altogether, 
Mr. Richardson has found him guilty and punished him, however light the 
punishment may uppear to be. Our thanks are due to the Government for 
having heard our prayer and securing a retrial of the case. It is hoped that the 
authorities will henceforward keep a sharp eye on the doings of Mr. Roe, 
who has made himself notorious, both in Rajshahi and Burdwan. — : 

26. Referring tothe circular which -was issued by Mr. Thompson, the 


Panchayets in criminal cases. 


The Sangramgarh murder case. 


The District Magistrate of 


Mymensingh and his Circular. summons cases, and which Government afterwards 


obliged him to withdraw, the Bangavasi [Calcutta 

of the 25th July says that it was a direct violation of a circular which ha 

been issued by the High Court on the 16th June 1900. People have been 
astonished to see a District Magistrate violating 2 High Court Circular. — It 
may have been a mistake, but such mistakes are not pardonable, Mistake of 
law is no plea in the trial of an offence committed by a private person, and it 
remains with the authorities to consider what punishment should be awarded 
to Mr. Thompson for his unlawful act, whether knowingly or unknowingly 
done. Again, the mere promulgation of. the circular, may cause serious mis- 
carriage of justice, because weak-minded subordinates of his, knowing his 
(lesire and wishing to please him, may act in accordance with it, in spite of its 
withdrawal. In this state of things Mr. Thompson should be transferred from 
Mymensingh. It is said that when the circular appeared in the newspapers, he 


tried to discover the man, who had given it out and his suspicion fell on a 
local pleader. 


27. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 25th July hopes that the Gov- Baanar Mirra, 
: July 26th, 1908. 


ernment will appoint a man of Mr. Pearson’s 
ability to succeed him as Senior Police Magis- 
trate of Calcutta. | See | 


28. The Pratijna LCaloutin) of the 29th July has the following :— 


{ 


Mr. Pearson’s successor. 


—_ Mr. Roe,’ Distri 
i e, District J udge of 


and marrow the greatness of that name, the name, 
7 thatis, of Mr. Roe, that holy-minded and great man. 
. was Mr. Roe who took a leading part in discrediting the kind-hearted J udge, 
‘Mr. Lea, and showed a firm determination to save Mr. Ryan and to send to jail 
innocent Pachai and old Zahurul Hossein. It was Mr. Roe through whose machi- 
hations that demon of a Martin, the murderer of Bistu Bauri, escaped punishment | 
A this righteous British empire. This Mr. Roe still holds the District J udge- 
rn p of Burdwan, and is giving proof of his extraordinary judicial ability. 
nd our Acting Lieutenant-Governor, though he has found abundant evidence 
of Mr. Roe’s strange judicial ability, is, owing to his, partiality for his own 
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untrynien, maintaining the irrepressible prestige of Government by maki 
that officer the arbiter of the destinies of the people of the Burdwan district © 

0, Lord of Bengal, you who wield the sceptre of Justice, say who are the 
greater sufferers by this a ement, Government or the Indians? We Indians 
are your loyal subjects and you are the giver of every happiness that we enjoy, 
The Indians feel happy when you punish the wicked, as also when ‘you 
encourage and support the good, for by this means while the wicked are pre- 
vented from doing mischief, the good are enabled to achieve their moral and 
spiritual advancement. But who would be the greater loser, if you should 


_ with your own hands sow the seeds of disorder and lawlessness in this empire 


PEOPLE AND 
PRATIVASI, 


July 30th, 1003, 


SaNnJivaNl, 


\ 


of peace and tranquillity ? i 

If for the sake of maintaining your prestige a mean-minded. man like 
Mr. Roe is permitted to bring disgrace on a law court of that English nation 
which has earned for itself a reputation for an impartial administration of 
justice, who is there that can save it from a loss of that reputation? Whatcould 
be more injurious to the interests of the British Government? The poor and 
helpless Indians are its devoted slaves, and have always recognised its prestige, 
You are the representative of the Government on whose pleasure depend the 
existence and the destruction of the people of this country, and so it is per. 
fectly unnecessary for you to do anything for the ma:ntenance of its prestige 
among them. | 

29, The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 30th July has the 
following in its English columns :—_ 

‘‘ A horse, a horee, my kingdom for a horse! ” 
was the ejaculation of an English King wio once 
wanted to beat a rather precipitate retreat from dangerous quarters, with 
his back to the field and his foot to the foe. ‘ A pup, a pup, my halidom fora 
pup ” must have been the ejaculation of Mr. Magistrate Weston of Barisal 
when he wanted to make an example of three Bengali cyclists of recognised | 
respectability—one a Barrister’s brother and another the son of the’ leader of 
the local Bar—for not behaving to his wife’s puppy. For it has really 
come to that at last—from behaving to Europeans ot Musee s’ wives, our 
youngmen are now required to behave to Europeans’ wives’ puppies (not 
meaning their husbands, of course, some of whom have sometimes been 
known to wish to change places with the dear pets and envy the caresses and 
endearments that are so os osm bestowed on them) as well. The trio of our 
story happened to ride past the dog, whose fine sensibilities were shocked at 
this unheard of liberty, with the result that he showed signs of fear, and rendered 
her affectionate mistrees really anxious on his account. But even in the midst of 
her affliction she found time to give a bit of her mind to the lads, and then 
ran in haste to her husband to pour the tale of outrage into his sympathetic 
ears, The Magistrate sent for the boys the next morning and threatened to 

rosecute them—not forgetting to add that he would order the trying 
agistrate to send them to jail (Why not to the gallows pray ? This was 4 

hanging matter if ever there was one) if they did not pay Rs. 100 apiece to 
certain local charities. If we had been the boys’ ni we would have 
certainty made it a point to see that the Magistrate was not allowed to play 
upon their fears in this manner. His threats of course were bunkum—it 
being the inalienable right of a British subject to ride a bike on the King’s 
high-road without caring a ‘hang’ for the mental equanimity of all the 
Magistrates’ wives’ puppies in creation. And as for the exaction we sbould 
like to have legal opinion as to whether it was not blackmail. 


(d)— Education. 
80. A correspondent writing in the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 23rd J uly 


An act of injustice done by the 
Rajshahi Inspector of Schools. 


The Magistrate of Barisal and 
three cyclists. 


says :— 

. Babu Bharat Bandhu Laha, u.a, the Head- 
Master of the Dinajpur Zilla School, had promoted 
to the next higher class all the students who had obtained a minimum agreres 
of 180 marks at the last Annual examinations. A boy, who had not o tained 
this minimum number, complained to Mr. Hallward, the Inspector of the 
Rajshahi Division, saying that he had been wrongfully denied promotion, 
although many others who had been plucked in two subjects had been 


i 
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romoted. After a period of three months the Inspector a awoke from 
ea and directed the Head-Master to degrade all such students from the 
second class. The Head-Master wrote to the Inspector against this unjust 
order, ointing out at the same time that numerous students in the whole 
school had been promoted in that manner, and asking for instructions for 
dealing with them, The Inspector directed that only the students in the 
second class should be degraded, the students in the other classes not being 
degraded in order to avoid go] mal. He insisted on the carrying out of his 
order, whatever that might be, A circular was also issued directing that in 
future no student who failed to secure a minimum aggregate of 198 marks in 
the Annual examinations should be promoted. 

Has Mr. Hallward no superior who can save these boys from ruin? Why 
should this rule apply only to the students of the second class to the exclusion 


ofall other students ? Somebody ought to be held responsible for the loss of — 


money, loss of time and disappointment caused to these students by this 
unjust and irregular order ? ; 

31. The Jyott [Chittagong] of the 23rd July says that Babu Kshirod 

| Chandra Ray Chaudhuri, the Principal of the 
The Principal of the Chittagong (Chittagong College abuses the students, who are 
— natives of the district, by applying to them most 
contemptuous titles ; and not even the native teachers are spared. 

39, Thesame paper says that Maulvi Ibrahim, Inspector of Schools, 

has been transferred from the Chittagong to the 
Maulvi_ Ibrahim, Fone eg of Dacca Division. On the 23rd July, the local 
eciiaiiiamneeaies teachers and many other gentlemen assembled at 
the railway station to give him a cordial send off. The Maulvi, though a 
native of Mhittagong, was very little known here previous to his coming to the 
place as the Inspector of Schools of the division. But now that heis known he 
is universally respected. He is a simple, unassuming and amiable gentleman. 
He is large-hearted and generous, and he spends a large part of his income in 
charities. In fact, he is an ornament of the service. The people of 
Chittagong are extremely grieved to part with him. 

83. The Basumats [Calcutta] of the 25th July says that when the 
Kindergarten system of teaching was first intro- 
duced in the vernacular schools only a few books 
written under the new scheme appeared in the 
field. ‘The authorities were therefore obliged io make such text-books, 
although many of them were not worth reading. But now when the publica- 
tion of many good books has removed the difficulty, the bad books should no 
longer be taught in the schools. A new list of text books should therefore be 
published about this time and not so Jate as January next. 

34, The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 27th July has the following 

fie haa its English columns :— 
me oe se The University election has come and gone, 
; and the result has not been such as to flatter our 
vanity or amour propre. Indeed, as we think of the exhibition which the 
Fellows have made of themselves, we cannot help the conclusion that though 
their position and education require of thom to be the exemplars of their 
people they themselves have not been able to prove their fitness for the 
exercise of the franchise vested in them. One has need to be blind as a bat not 
to see the difference between the two principal candidates. Against the 
gentleman who has succeeded in canvassing a majority of votes, we will not 
Lian a word. Nothing succeeds like success—it has about it a saving 
s‘amour which lends enchantment to the view. But we ask again, could one 
“te for a moment hesitated between the two leading candijates? And yet 
© recognised custodians of wisdom, scholarship and learning in this count 
Atte. © of every virtue that was ever prized by humanity—has allowed the 
. er of the two to be overtopped by the other, it is a case of Tom Thumb of 
. © nursery story over-topping a Titan, the lion being ye. 


Another list of vernacular text- 
books wanted. 


ped 


abby—cat (no offence meant, and no rsonal application intended), red 
now peaked Himalyas being overtop d ue the low-taeg plains below, and 
ner of our contemporaries who have done their best to bring about this 
sult, now ingult the intelligence of their readers by shedding’ crocodile tears 
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over My, Ghose's defeat, and ry! him to have yet another “try” next 
time, and go in end win. If Mr, Ghose should know no better than that, we - 
for one, would give him up for lost and past all weeping and praying for. 


(Nae Local NolfeQovernment and Muntcipal Administration. 


Hh, A correspondont writing in the Manbhum [Purulia) of the 21st July 
ways that cholera prevails in all quarters of the 
user 4 oe panathpur inthe town of Raglunathpur. The municipal doctor 
is unwilling to attend cholera cases. The other 
doctors and kablrajus aro of little or no use. As the camphor tincture 
supplied by the Muntelpality is administered along with batasha (a sweet), it 
dows not produce the desred result. Great inconvenience is felt in this town 
for want of proper arrangements for medical help. 
86, The Durdwan Sanfluant Hs g? of the 21st July says that the 
The Burdwan waterworks water supplied by the Burdwan water-works is ver 
| f 
impure. The water does not appear to be at all 
filtered, Dowel complaints are very ago during the rains in Burdwan. 
The impure water supplied from the works may increase these complaints. 
Tho mismanagement of the water-works seems to be a case of too many cooks 
tpotllng the broth, Tho Commissioncrs are compellod to attend the meetings 
of the muniolpality, but they transact only those affairs in which they are 
personally interested, nover troubling themselves about questions affecting the 
welfare of the whole community, 
87, The Dikas | Barisal) of tho 21st July says that the water of a number 
, of ponds in the town of Barisal has been reserved 
The tankwin Warleal town, 
for drinking purposes only,—no other use of the 
water Lolng theoretically permitted. It is however generally known that the 
wardern and prisoners use tho jail pond for all sorts of purposes. The water 
of the other ponds also {s sometimes used for purposes other than drinking. 
Moreover the banks of the ponds are not well preserved, so that impure water 
la often drained {nto the ponds from the streets. As bowel-complaints are the 
moat prevalent diseases in the town, it is very necessary that the greatest care 
should be taken to preserve the purity of these ponds. | 
H8 In continuation of what has oppeared in previous issues (See Report 
Wag Widecnese ‘Miualeleall on Native Papors for the 25th July, 1903, para- 
wo Dienagere Saeawnpen: raph ve the Medini Bandhav | Midnapore | of the 
Q2nd July anya that the Magistrate of Midnapore should personally inspect not 
only the yoada but also the lanes in the town in order to see that they are well 
cared fort, When Rai Bepin Bihari Datta Bahadur was Chairman of the local . 
municipality, every one of its words had a Committee, with two Commissioners 
and three private gentlemen as mombors, for the purpose of attending to 
munioipal complaints, Mh are not such committees appointed now? | 
80, The Aitavadé [Caloutta] of the 21th July has received a telegram 
sa te tra vere _ > convernansees to the a that we District 
ay , * Magistrate of Rangpur is actively interfering in 
i Naina lotion the eleotion of a falemen of the a Munici- 
pality and ia trying to have a favourite of his elected as Chairman. It need 
vardly be observed that such conduct on the part of a District Magistrate is 
extremely blameworthy, But cases of such inordinate love of:power are 
frequently heard of in these days, Is there no way of checking the practice ? 


(f)— Questions affecting the land, 


40, In continuation of what has appeared in a previous issue (See Report 

on Native Papers forthe 25th July, 1903, paragraph 

Up togenryente me Recker. 30), the Barisal Hitaisht [Barisal] of tho 21st July 
Departments ym semeent gays that Mr. Bedford has two favourite clerks on 
whom tho fate of the amins depends. One amin 

complained to him that the devant Babu refused to take accounts if he was not 
largely bribed, On this the Saheb Bahadur called the Aerant and ordered him 
not to apen the accounts of the amin, who had defamed him. The amin was 
taken aback by the Saheb’a words, and went away thinking within himself that 
it waa better to bribe the Aenand than to go to the Sahed for justice, ae 
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The Saheb Bahadur always says that his Court is open to all; but those 
who wend there are greeted with only insulting words. On hearing that this 
had led some people to apply directly to the Superintendent, the Saheb Bahadur 
said he = ae evidence Oe en are untrustworthy. 

hen Mr. ord: first eame to Barisal he was anxious to bri 
two favourites there. But as that could not be done without making heswng ree 
them in the office, he began to abuse the Bengalis by calling them ungrateful 
creatures, cheats, &c. And not satisfied with this, he screwed up his temper 
toa high pitch and began to oppress his Bengali subordinates. One day he 
pulled away an Inspector’s chair behind him and the man narrowly escaped 
falling down. Another day he was about to pull another man by the ear. 
Thus persecuted some of the men desired to resign, but the Saheb Bahadur 
would not accept their resignation. A clerk named Manoranjan despairing of 
getting increment of salary, procured a muharrirship in the Attestation Camp and 
tendered his resignation to Mr. Bedford. On this Mr, Bedford contrived to 
call Manoranjan into Mr. Bell’s presence and asked him not to resign. 
At this Mr. Bell said that as Mr, Bedford would soon increase his salary, there 
was no need of his resigning. Five or six days after, when the post in the 
Attestation Camp had been filled up, Manoranjan was suddenly informed that 
his resignation had been accepted. The poor man, however, succeeded in 
procuring a job by Mr. Bell’s favour. Did not this conduct on Mr. Bedford’s 
part amount to deceit or breach of faith ? As soon as Manoranjan went away 
the Saheb put in his favourite Nazir Ahammad in his place. : 

Again, Babu Nafar Chandra Ghosh, another clerk of the Survey Office 
happened to displease Mr. Bedford by arguing with him on some points. 
Mr. Bedford compelled him to take medical leave for one month. On Nafar 
Babu joining office on the termination of his leave, his mother died. On 
seeing him in the mourning dress customary among Hindus, Mr. Bedford of his 
own will gave him leave till the expiry of the period of mourning, of which 
24 days still remained, But when Nafar Babu came to office after performin 
his mother’s sradh, he heard that the Saheb Bahadur had dismissed him on the 
ground that he had outstayed his leave, which was alleged to have been 
a ged ten days only and that he was a drunkard, neglectful of his 

» WC. | oe 

Mr. Bedford has imported 8 Inspectors and 50 amins f 
At the time of the distribution of Fr he ordered that Saou agen 
should be placed under a Bengali Inspector, although a Bengali amin , ht be 
placed under an upcountry Inspector. Again he Fes instradted his "he ista t 
Saheb that the work done by upcountrymen should never be ma 1k d pn 2 
class. But the work which has thus been marked first dian i. full ¢ f 
serious mistakes. Such instruction was not, however, given to th Be 11 
head-inspectors. The: latter, therefore marked some of the tr mh 2 
— . a og Aha for this they have been put to the penalty $f siving 

planations to the Saheb, who, however, always takes care never to ask th 

to do anything in writing. J 2 

A mauza measuring 600 acres had to be resurve f 
, | erent veyed on account of some 
eee nile ia ‘Le a eee works, For this resurvey 
who, he said, was an expert of 17 years’ are Seondig “Bat Lie Aft an de va) 
work proved his inefficiency and a Bengali was iat ust a ith 350 cag f “the 
mauza. ‘The latter finished his work in & month b t th yeh rc yr 
more than two months to survey th ining 950. , Pe heb 
ieder tak A. Yo ey the remaining 250 acres. At this the Saheb 
Os oe es eee or to task, saying that the upcountryman had been 
eg aed y engalis in his work, although the man himself said that without 
nspector’s help he would never have finished the work. Again, the 
ono allowance for surveying 250 acres is Rs. 20. But the Ps. .: cost of 
6s Tn coolies: for by: ppt is Rs, 56. ~The Saheb therefore 
the amins engaged in the above survey work should receive fixed 
salaries, saying that work in that mauza was Y artioularly difficult. ‘The 
pee eo therefore received Rs. 96—Rs, 40 as his salary and Rs. 56 as 
i hyd —for surveying 250 acres, whilst the Bengaliamin, who surveyed 350 
e same mauza received, Rs. 8-12 only for his own labour and Rs. 20 


only as cooly-hire. This shows how upcountry aming .are less costly than 


engali amins. 
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MEDINI BANDHAV, | 


HITAVADI, 
July 24th, 1903. 


HITaVaDI, 
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41. The Contai correspondent of the Medint Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 
22nd July says that although the Jalamutha estate of 
Realisation of the revenues of Rani Hari Priya Devi of Basudevpur in the Midna- 
Tease dtc «pore district has become khasmahal from April last, 
= Government has not yet realised from it the 
revenues of the June dist. But recently a number of tahsildars have been told 
off to realise the revenues, and it is said that the local kanungo will soon be tour- 
ing in the mufassal to see that they are working properly. In the face of the 
severe distress which has overtaken the inhabitants of the Contai subdivision, 
the authorities will not, it is hoped, enforce stringent rules and iesue certificates 
for realising the revenues. | 


(7)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


42, Referring to the complaint which appeared in a previous issue against 

} the Booking Clerk of the Nalhati station on the East 

gyorg — = vie Indian Railway (see Report on Native Papers for the 
kalwy «18th July, 1903, paragraph 32), the Hitavadi {Cal- 
= of the 24th July requests the District Traffic 


Su erintendent, at its correspondent’s suggestion, to direct his attention to the 


following points during the enquiry which he will as it is reported, personally 
hold at the Nalhati station :— 


(1). The Booking Clerk begins to fell tickets only a very short time before 
the starting of a train. Passengers cannot, therefore, count the balances 
returned to them for fear of missing the trains. 

_ (2) However hard the request, he will never come to the aperture for sell- 
ing intermediate class tickets. Passengers intending to travel intermediate class 
have therefore to buy their tickets in the crowd of third class passengers. He 
refuses to change tickets. | Ne 

(3) He abuses poor passengers when they come to buy tickets with copper 
coins and refuses to sell tickets to them, _ ) | 


48. The same paper publishes the following railway complaints :— 


(1) Babu Bhabataran Banerji, writing from 
Messrs. gy | Brothers’ jute firm in Rayganj, says 
that recently the station-master of the Rayganj station on the i 
Bengal State Railway compelled a dealer in fish to take down a number 
of baskets of fish from 73 up-train on the alleged ground that there was no 
room for them in it, although the guard of the train said that there was sufficient 
room. ‘The real cause of the station-master’s interference is said to have been 
the dealer’s inability to satisfy him with a present of rohit fish. All the fish had 


Railway complaints. © 


to be sold in-the local market at a great loss. The District Traffic Superinten- 


dent at Katihar has been petitioned in the matter. 

_ (2) A correspondent says that on the 16th and 18th July last the drivers 
of Nos. 31 and 32 up-trains on the Eastern Bengal State Railway stopped them 
outside the platform of the Khardaha station, This caused great inconve- 
nience to passengers on both days, and many of them were even hurt in alight- 
ing from the trains, : 

(3) Babu Manorath Ray, the Head-Master of the Raghunathpur Coronation 
Institution, says that on the 22nd June last he asked the Booking Clerk of the 


-Panagarh station on the East Indian Railway for two intermediate class tickets 
for the Adra station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. The Booking Clerk said: 


‘Take third-class tickets,” The correspondent again requested him for inter- 
mediate-class tickets, on this the Booking Clerk got angry and said: ‘Don’t 
make much golmal. If you have a mind to go, take third class tickets. I have no 
time to argue with you.” The correspondent was thus obliged to travel third 
class. A complaint was made to the Traffic Superintendent in Howrah, from 
whom the correspondent received a reply bearing date the 30th June 1903, 
requesting him to carry on further correspondences on the subject with the 
District Traffic Superintendent at Asansol. Soon after the District Superin- 
tendent of Asansol wrote to the correspondent, “The subject shall have 
immediate attention,” but nothing further has as yet been heard in the 


ynatter. | 


* 
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(h) — General. 


_ The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 23rd July writes as follows:— 
acetieid tip: ' gh he scandalous state of affairs in the Forest 
The Chittagong Forest Depart: T).,a:tment bas been more than once brought to 
it the notice of Mr. Heinig, ae Conservator, 
Chittagong Division. But hitherto no reform hes been made. The recent case 
against Babu Jnanendra Nath Das, late Accountant in the Fovest Department, 
has brought to light facts which clearly call for immediate reform. It appears 
that Babu Jnanedra Nath Das was su —_ toa malicious persecution by a 
coterie of designing and unprincipled officers of the Department. The following 
remarks of the trying Deputy Magistrate, Babu Lalit Kumar Das, will clearly 
show the serious nature of the conspiracy formed against Jnanendra Babu: — 

‘I may mention in conclusion that I did not expect so much for ery and 
perjury in # public prosecution. Complainant appears to be a tool in the hands 
of gome designing men of the Forest Department. J invite the attention of 
the Deputy Conservator of Forests to the matter, and recommend a sifting 
departmental enquiry.” | te 

The reasons which induced Lalit Babu to “recommend a sifting depart- 
mental enquiry” will appear from the following extracts from his judgment :— 

I may observe bere that in almost all essential particulars the complainant 
prevaricated while under cross-examination and gave his evidence with so many 
discrepancies, contradictions, and inconsistencies that it is not possible to regard 
him as a trustworthy witness, putting aside the story of conversation which is 
shown to be wholly untrue, the only evidence is the letter itself, The question 
then arises, are the figures 50 and 150 in Ex. A forgeries? It appears that the 


word af¢ a few lines before the end of the letter has been penned through and 
below it the figures 50 have been put. It further appears that in the last sentence 


of the 2nd page of the letter the Bengali full stop #f% has been converted into 
Bengali figure 1, and the figures 150 made. The appearance of the alteration 
is extremely suspicious, being in different pen and ink. ‘There is absolutely no 
evidence that the figures are in accused’s hand writing. None of the witnesses 
was asked whether the figures were in accused’s hand, although their attention 
was drawn to the alterations. The alterations undoubtedly were made for the 
purpose of improving the case for the prosecution. I am inclined to believe 
that the figures 50 have been forged for connecting the sum of Rs. 70 sent by 
money-order to Annada Charan Singha, which forms the subject of the 3rd charge, 
with Ex, A, And the figures 150 were put because those interested in the pro- 

secution thought that the absence of any amount was a serious defect, which 
should be remedied to substantiate a charge of bribery. I have not moreover 
closed my eyes to the fact that in some other letters put in by the prosecution 
alterations and additions have been made. In Ex. B a look at the leaeis 150 


and 120 shows that some alterations have been made. Probably the figures 15 
and 20 have been altered to 150 and 120. In Ex.D the last sentence ¢o faz 


aifrai is clearly a subsequent introduction. In Ex. A 8 has been changed into 
108 in two places, and 4 into 104 in one place without altering the words denot- 


Ing the sums of money. In Ex. K the figures and words 30 B{@| Heal Wife is an 
interpolation, In Ex. I 5 appears to have been made into 15 in two places. 
Having regard to these various figures there cannot be any doubt that the 
figures 15 or 120 in Ex. A were forged by complainant himself or by some one 
interested for the prosecution, If the figure 50 is a forgery then the case for 
the prosecution falls to the ground. But it is sought now to be made that 
without the alterations a bribe is asked for in Ex. A. The only point that now 
remains for me to consider is whether taking Ex. A by itself before the altera- 
fons it discloses any offence on the first charge fcllowing the rule laid down in 
the case of Queen versus Setal Chandra Bachchee reported in W. R. Vol. IIT page 
69. I must find that the letter itself discloses no legal offence, for there is noth- 
ing to show that the money was asked with any of the objects mentioned in 
Section 161, Indian Penal Code. Thenit appears from complainant's own 
evidence that the accused never gave him any hopes of transfer by a letter, and 
the conversation about asking fora bribe being shown to be altogether false, 
he learned counsel for the defence argued bak there was nothing in the letter 


- 


Jyoti, 


July 28rd, 1903. 
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itself to show that the money wanted therein was intended as a bribe. I admit 
that there is much force in the argument. 

45. A correspondent of the Hitqvadt [Calcutta] of the 24th July writes 
from Rajmehal that Lord Curzon’s order reducing 
the income-tax is honoured only in its breach by 
the Collector of Income-tax in the Sonthal Parganas, 


Income-tax assessment in the 
Sonthal Parganas. : 


He realises the tax at the rate of Rs. 25 or 30 from those who have incomes of 


even less than Rs. 500 each. Eahibition of accounts or appiication to the assessor 
roduces no effect, whilst inthe rainy season the trouble of a journey to the 
umka head office, a distance of 40 miles from the subdivisions in the district, 
is indescribable. 
46. A correspondent writing in the People and Pratiwasi [Calcutta] of 
as Oasis em July says :— | 
of aadhy,- ee — One of the principal duties of the subordinate 
officers in the Postal Department consists in pleasing 
the clerks of the office of the Superintendent of Post Offices; for with them 
rest all promotions and transfers. | 
~The work in the office of the Superintendent of Post Offices in the Barisal 
Division, which consists of the Barisal and the Faridpur districts, is ver 
heavy, and as such affords great opportunities for jobbery to the clerks 
attached to that office. There is a certain clerk in this office who has by 
various means made himself the right hand man of the Superintendent, and 
as such has got absolute control over promotions and transfers. Being very 
skilful in tiding over difficulties, he is indispensible to the Superintendent. 
lf any subordinate officer fails to appease this deity, he is sure to fall into 
trouble and disgrace. | 
A few months ago, a poor postal officer desired a transfer. Failing, 
however, to secure his goodwill by mere flattery he sent by post a 
valuable present. Not being satisfied with the small sum sent, he tried to 
turn the fact to his advantage by showing the money to the Superintendent. 


The Superintendent, however, for suspicions best known to himself, did not 


proceed against the poor man for sending the bribe. _ | 
47, The Mitavaria [Calcutta; of the 26th July complains that the 
; see Collectors of the igen in the Sonthal Par- 
| A complaint against the Uollec- ganas are very much oppressing the people of that 
+ ate a in the district b lg a kas ae hes ae is due. 
| They are levying Rs. 25 and sometimes Rs. 30 
from those people whose annual income will not exceed Rs. 500. The local 
Assessor pays no head to the complaints against the Collectors of the tax. 
The people suffer great inconvenience in making income-tax appeals, as they 
pons hon 60 for that purpose to Dumka, which is about 20 miles from the 
mufassal. 


48. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 23th July says:— 

Formerly the mails from Jainasar used to 
. reach Baultali in Vikrampur in the Dacca district 
at 8 in the morning and the mails for Juinasar used to start at 2 in the 
afternoon. The runner, after bringing the mails to Baultali, used to take 
the mails to the extra Departmental Branch Post Office at Rushdi, for which 
he received an extra allowance of Re. 1. The post-master at Rushdi isa 
school-master. As. these arrangements interfered with his school work, the 
Superintendent of Post Offices arranged that the runner should go first to 
Rushdi and afterwards to Baultal. The mails therefore reach Baultali at 
about 12 noon and start from it shortly after. This causes great inconveni- 
ence to the public at Baultali, and injuriously affects the finances of the 
Baultali post office, which pays the largest portion of the runner’s pay. 


A postal matter. 


I1I.—LEGIsLaTION. 


49. The Sanjivani [Dialontts of the Shed July says :— 
| nder the Bengal School of Law, which does 
The Bengal Settled Estates Bil. it okey owledge primogeniture, the bigger zamin- 


daris in Bengal are being gradually split up. The Government is framing 
eeping the zamindaris in tact. _ 


a Bill for the purpose of 
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The proposed law will empower a zamindar to leave, with the permission 
of the Government, the whole of his estates to his eldest son. The latter will 
not have the right to transfer the property, but will enjoy a life interest in it. 
The grandson of the original proprietor, on succeeding to the property, will 
have an absolute right to it, Itis not known at whose instance this Bill is 
being framed. It seems that Maharaja Sir Jotindro Mohon Tagore was once 
very anxious to get such a law. But the spirit of these modern days is 
opposed to such exclusive inheritance. It is division of property which is 
most needed, for without it the quality of self-reliance cannot be developed 
in the country. ane 

50. The People and Pratwast none gee of the 23rd July has the following 

., inits English columns:— 

The Bengal Settled Retates Bill ‘We hear that a measure called the Settled 
Estates Bill will be introduced at the next sitting of the Bengal Legislative 
Council on the Ist of August, and passed on the 8th. The public knows 
nothing regarding its ce nay, even the non-official members of the 
Council, at least some o them, are equally ignorant about them. The latter, 
we are told, are not yet supplied with the copies of the Bill, though it is pro- 

osed to be brought before the Council in the course of a week or ten days. 
May we enquire why there is such hurry and unprecedented haste in regard. 
to the matter? It is quite true the Vernacular Press Act was passed at one 
sitting, but that was because the Government of India at that time had lost 
its head under the influence of Sir Ashley Eden, who had a grudge against 
the editor of an Anglo-Vernacular paper whom he was determined to punish. 
But surely no such cause exists in connexion with tne proposed measure, 
unless it be that the zamindars who have to settle estates have become an 
object of — solicitude to the authorities. For, we hear, though we are 
not absolutely certain, that there are provisions in the Bill which will vitally 
affect the interests of the landholding classes. We trust, the Government 
will do nothing in this connection without inviting public opinion. If it 
is a fact that the measure is to be passed on the 8th August, then some of the 
influential old non-official members, for instance the Hon'ble Dr. Ashutosh 

Mukherjee, who is a lawyer and therefore expected to understand these things, 
will not be in Council, for their term will expire before that date.” 

51. Referring to the Bengal Settled Estates Bill, the Dacca Gazette{ Dacca] 
of the 27th July writes as follows :— 

The Bill will in many respects alter the provi- 
sions of the Hindu law of inheritance as prevalent 
in Bengal. The Muhammadan law also does not practically recognise primo- 
geniture. So this Bill, when passed, may militate against the rules of succession 
prescribed in the Koran. As this Bill attempts to introduce a new thing into the 


7 it should not be passed into law before an opportunity has been given 
for a thorough public criticism of its provisions, &c. : 


The Bengal Settled Estates 
Bill. 


1V.—NatrvE States. 


52. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 25th July says that the present 

The Bilaspur State misfortune of the Raja of Bilaspur is due to the 
zaburdasiism of the Deputy Commissioner of Simla. 
That officer requested the Raja to sppoint one Harri Chand as his minister. 
For disobeying that order of the eputy Commissioner the Raja has lost his 
guddi, There is no knowing how long native Rajas will be disgraced in this 
manner by the British Government. If the Government has no mind to keep 


the feudatory States any longer, why does it not banish all the Rajas at one 
and the same time? | 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


03. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 21st J uly ; 

C was no rain in the Burdwan district even during 
istrict’ Pe the Burdwan +h6 last week. There has been no cultivation for 
want of rain in the major portion of the district. 
Scarcity prevailed during the last three years successively. If there be no 


Crops this year also, famine will be certain, 


PEOPLE AND 
PRATIVAEI, 


July 23rd, 1903. 


Dacca GaZEITE, 
Jaly 27th, 1903. 


BHARAT MITRA, 
July 25th, 1902. 


Say 8 that ther © BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 


July 21st, 1903. 


July 28rd, 1903. 


HINDI BaNnGavasl, 
July 27th, 1908, 


Bri Ser VISHNU 


ANANDA BAZaR 


July 22nd, 1903 


Sri Sri Visuxv 
ANANDA BazaR 
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54. The Sanjivani (Calcutta) of the 23rd July writes as follows :— 

India is so poor that one season of drought 
is sufficient to cause a famine in the land. In the 
greater portion of India, there has been little or no rainfall this year, There 
has been no rain in Western India. And in the intense heat all vegetation 
has withered away. In the Bihar and Rarh countries there has been 
scarcely any rainfall worth the name. In Lower Bengal also the aus crops 
are drying up for want of rains, Going further south into the Deccan, we 
find that both Bombay and the Madras Presidency have not had sufficient 
rain. Want of sufficient rain throughout India has filled the public mind with 
the fear of a widespread famine. 

If famines come upon India so often, a very short time will suffice to 
depopulate her. England, Ireland and Scotland are not such plain countries 
as India, Canada and Australia, and are not so plentifully supplied with rain. 
Why then is India alone so frequently in the throes of famines? Lord Curzon 
and other officials maintain that the frequency of famine in India is due to 
over-population and to failure of Nature’s bounty, over which man has no 
control. Is India really over-populated? ‘The census does not say so. Is 
Nature then unkind to India and withholds her bounties from her? Even this 
is not true. For whst other country in the world receives such a large 
measure of rainfall? The real cause of the frequency of famine is that 
the other civilised countries of the world depend more on irrigation for water 
needed for agricultural purposes than upon rain, whereas India does not do 
so. If the Government wants to prevent death from famine in India, it should 
do three things, viz:— 


(1) Lessen the heavy taxation. 
(2) Carry out extensive irrigation works. 
(3) Increase the wealth of India. 


55. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 27th July says that famine 
seems inevitable this year, as there has been no 
rainfall during the last two months of this rainy 
season. In reply to an interpellation in the Supreme Council, Lord Curzon 
pointed to the increase of population as the cause of famines in India. But 
seeing that other countries in which population is increasing even more 
rapidly than in Jndia do not suffer from famine, one cannot help suspecting 
that the true cause of famines in India must be sought elsewhere. 


The outlook before the country. 


The cause of famines in India. 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


56. The Sré Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Caleutta) of the: 
Sie deteow ¥ ati 22nd July says :-— | 

waa It is rumoured at Darjeeling that Mr. Fraser, 
the Lieutenant-Governor elect of Bengal, intends 
to make Hazaribagh his summer residence instead of Darjeeling, the moist 
climate of which is not favourable to his health. A great deal of money has 
been spent in building the palatial residence of the Lieutenant-Governor at 
Darjeeling. . The building of a similar residence at Hazaribagh will involve 
the Government in a great deal of expenditure. If the rumour be correct, 
it will be difficult for the Government to decide whether it should look to the 

health of the Lieutenant-Governor or to the finances of the Empire. 

57. The same paper has the following :— | 

ces Gewuse ae The Sivaji festival was celebrated in the 
sun? Sivaji festival in Csl* Qlassic Theatre on the 17th July last, under the 
presidency of Mr. Surendra Nath Banerji. An 
unusually large crowd had assembled to hear Mr. Banerji, It is well that 
such a festival is celebrated in honour of Sivaji. But why are educated 
Indians so oblivious of the renowned heroes of ancient India like Ram- 
chandra and Lakshman, and Bhim and Bhishma? The Ramayana and the 
Mahabharata contain the indisputable history of the ancient chivalry of 
India. The heroes described by Valmiki and Vyasa in these works greatly 
excelled a man like Sivaji in strength of character and heroic achievements, 
and are far more worthy of worship. Thousands may attend a Sivaji festival 


1 


| 
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et if celebrations are not held in honour of these ancient heroes, it is im- 
possible to feel all the joy which one ought to feel on such an auspicious 
occasion as the one in question. 

58, Referring to the meeting which was held in the Classic Thealre on 
the occasion of the last Sivaji festival in Calcatta, 
the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 24th July writes as 
| follows :-— 

The meeting was to have been held at 5-30 p.M., but enthueiastic crowds 
of people began to pour in from before 3 P.M., giving unmistakable evidence 
of their eagerness to show reverence to the memory of the great Sivaji. 
At 4-30 P.M. the pavilion of the theatre was packed with a large assemblage 
of Indians of all castes and creeds—Hindu, Musalman, Jain, Christian, Rajput, 
Mahratta, &c. The rooms in the second story of the theatre building hed 
+o be thrown open to spectators, but still four or five hundred respectable 
people had to remain outside for want of room. A portion of the dress circle 
was seriously injured under the pressure of the crowd, and the whole upper 
flat was in danger of giving way. The prime movers of the festival began 
to be afraid at seeing this, Mr. Surendra Nath Banerji opened the meeting 
with a thrilling speech, which elicited praise, even from enemies, and it is 
superfluous to say that the whole audience was charmed by it. 

A substance of the speech is then given. 

59, Thereis a widespread rumour, says the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of 
the 25th July, that Sir Andrew Fraser will make 
Hazaribagh his summer residence during his 
Lieutenant-Governorship. The Englishman clearly 
says that if the snowy cold of Darjeeling does not suit hisconstitution he should 
give up the idea of sitting on the masnad of Bengal. Changing places has 
become a practice with the high officials. However that may be, any move 

towards shifting the summer residence of the Lieutenant-Governor from 
Darjeeling to Hazaribagh will be strongly opposed by the poor Bengalis, 
because that will mean a fresh expenditure of a fonee sum of money on the 
score of the summer seat of the Government of Bengal, whilst Darjeeling isa 
creation of many years. Ifthe rumour is true, the Lnglishman’s advice has 
been timely given. 

€0. The Hitarorta oe of the 26th July. has come to know that 

His Majesty the King-lmperor has sanctioned the 
proposal of the Government of India to appoint 
a some Indian Bajas and Maharajas as well as those 
native military officers who have rendered distinguished service on the 
field as Honorary Generals and Honorary Colonels, But the question is 


The last Sivaji festival in Cal- 
cutta. 


Sir Andrew Fraser's summer 
residence in Bengal. 


Proposed Indian 


Honorary 
Generals and Colonels. 


what will those native officers do with honorary ranks that carry no emolu- 


ments ? 3 
61. The same paper has the following :— 


ae he im ion that many Englishmen b 

The killing of pression that ma ishmen become 
English soldiers. wae fy guilty of grave offences re India has taken a 
firm root in the mind of every Indian, For the 
wa two years so very large a number of such offences has been committed by 
pene that the Indians have become quite terrified. The manner in 
Y ich the Sealkote and Rawalpindi murder cases, the case of the murder of 
ogg of a postmaster by an English soldier at Cawnpur, the punkha 
coo re case at Meerut, and some other cases in which Englishmen have actually 
we ered poor vatives, were decided by the law Courts, has gone a great way 
0 a the above impression, The circular issued by Lord Kitchener 
pro ibiting the recurrence of such cruelties seems to have made no impres- 
sion on the hard hearts of the English soldiers. On account of these cruel 
6 of the soldiers a feeling of disquiet has been produced in India. The 
act that the offenders escape either with light punishment, or absolutely 
scot-free in such cases makes the soldiers very bold. A check on the re- 


crudescence of such offences will, of course, bring back peace and tranquillity 


in the mind of the Indians. | 

We humbly pray Lord Curzon and Lord Kitchener, during whose tenure 
of office many an Indian Raja has been imprisoned on charges of murder, 
that it looks very awkward if a soldier similarly guilty gets no punishment. 


HiTavaD!I, 
July 24th, 1903, 


BANGAVASI, 
July 25th, 1903. 


HITAVARTA, 
J uly 26th, 1903. 


HITAVARTA. 
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PEOPLE AND 
PRaTIvasl, 


July 28th, 1903. 


PEOPLE AND 
PRATIVASI, 


July 30th, 1903. 


UTHALDIPIEA, 
July 18th, 1908. 


GaRJaTBASINI, 


July 18tb, 1908. 


UTKALDIPIEs, 


July 16th, 1903. 
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We know that the English soldiers belong to the conquering race, but that is 
guilty people should go without punishment. As staunch 


no reason why 
advocates of the Britis 


rule in India, we say that Englishmen who kill poor 


natives aad the English Judges who do not punish them for so doing, are 
—s British justice into disropute and weakening the foundations of the 
British * All these things will blacken the pages of the history of 
We therefore pray to Lord Curzon and Lord Kitchener to 


riti — 
British India. 
save the Indians from o 


ppression at the hands of the English soldiers. 


62. The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 28th July has the follow- 


The Viceroy forbidding the cir- 
culation of the book entitled ‘“‘ The 
Failure of Lord Curzon.” 


ing in its English columns:— 

‘t What are things coming to ? 
petrified with astonishment as we read that the 
authorities have forbidden the circulation in India 


We are almost 


of the book entitled ‘The Failure of Lord Curzon’ which we noticed in these 


columns some time 
regard for the enli 


ago! Could this indeed be true ? 


Has Lord Curzon so little 
ghtened traditions of the British rule in India, and his own 


reputation for fair dealing and liberal statesmanship that he seriously proposes 
to Ru sianize the administration in order to taboo a publication which contains 
an adverse criticism of his régime? What uext and—next? Well may we 


The inmates. of the Calcuita 
Alms House drmkin 


out a-begging. 


Do these interesting species of humanity 


ask with Truthful James.— 


Do we wake, do you dream 


In wonder and doubt, 


Are things what they seem 


Or is vicious about ? 


Is our civilisation a failure 
And the Caucacian played out ?” 


63. The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 30th July has the follow- 
ing in its English columns:— 


gee ‘*Isit really a fact thatthe inmates of the Alms 
some bee House are allowed to leave the premises sar ng the 


day to goand get themselves as gloriously drunk 
as they like, and return home to their quarters at an advanced hour of the 
evening in as advanced a state of intoxication? Seedy looking ‘ whites’—as 
it is the fashion to call them, though many of them boast a complexion which 
can successfully match the colour of the glossiest patent leather ever worn by 
human feet—are to be found round the corner of Buwbazar Street at all ‘the 
hours of the day dunning passers-by (particularly Indian passers-by, whom they 
consider fair game, Europeans being much too sly birds to be caught by 
their chaff) for donations towards the alleviation of their legendary woe, © 
spinning out long yarns about sick wife and fasting children at home awaiting 
the return of the affecticnate and unfortunate father with longing hearts and 
hungry stoma ‘hs, with a wealth of metapohor and a redundance of ‘lights’ 
and ‘shades’ that would do honour to a Victor Hugo or a Charles Dickens. 


really hail from the Alms House? 


If so, we wish they were kept indoors with greater watchfulness and vigilance. 
They are not a credit to the Institution to which they belong, nor do they show 


up well in the broad light of day, 


It is not likely that any one of us would 


break his heart at being denied a sight of these ingenuous and resourceful 


worthies.” 


Urrva PAPERS, 


61. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 18th July is of opinion that the 


The rainfeil in the Cuttack 


district. 


Rainfall in the Talcher ‘State. 


66. The Utkalipika 
Cholera in Cuttack town. 


agricultural purposes. 


Municipality is taking all requisite sanita 


\ 


65. The Garjatbasini 

July states that the rainfall was 

in the last week in that State. pe 

[Cuttack] of the 18th July states that out cof 61 
cholera seizures ‘in Cuttack from 10th to 16th 

July, there were 23 cholera deaths. 


precautions. 


has been -eppointed to look after the health of the residents, — 


rainfall in the Cuttack district to date is below 
the average, and that more rain is:required for 


[Talcher] of the 18th 


general and heavy 


The Cuttack 
An extra Doctor 
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e7, A correspondent of the Garjatbasint [Talcher| of the 18th July 

states that on the 12th July at about 10 a.m., 
there was a large number of passengers at the 
the Bengal Nagpur Railway. They found no shelter in 
the station house and were exposed to heavy rain. Taking advantage of 
their helpless condition, the Station Master issued tickets only to those who 
agreed to pa something extra. The writer requests the authorities to put a 
stop to such blackmailing. | 

68, The same paper is sorry to state that tigers have pagers very 

troublesome in the Talchar State. man who 
Tigers in the Talcher State. €§ Yas sleeping in his verandah in mauza Hataidanda 
erely mauled by a man-eater. 
Ba 69. The same payee states that the dacoits of Pallahara, under the 
leadership of one of them, have proved too power- 
ful for the Raja of that place and his Manager. 
In open defiance of the settled authority the 
looted mauza Baradeshis and carried off all the women of the village, inclad- 
ing old and young, to the jungle where they despoiled them of their ornaments 
and honour. A harrowing tale is told of two beautiful young women, one of 
whom died on the spot in the course of ravishment, while the other returned 
to the village only to commit suicide, It is said that the Manager with his 
force wanted a pitched fight with the dacoits, and was about to succeed, when 
he suddenly ran back to head-quarters terror-stricken and demoralised, with 
the ostensible object of protecting the treasury. 

70. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 16th July approves of the 
roposal of the India Government to station 
uropean troops in Cashmere, as by that means 

a quieting effect will be produced on the minds 
of the turbulent frontier tribes, who are often a cause of annoyance to the 
British Government. } 

71. Referring to the management of the daily ceremonies in the Puri 

a ,, ‘temple, the same paper states that the cook-rooms 
mom eee being in a wretched condition, cooking in those 
rooms has been stopped under the orders of the 
Manager and, as a consequence, Mahaprasad, which supplies food to a large 
number of men and women, has become scarce. A small side-room is being 
utilised for the purpose of cooking Koth Mahaprasad. : 

72. ‘The same paper thanks Government for reducing canal rates which, 
Reduction of canal rates im 2% 28 Doped, will encourage petty inland traders 

Orissa. to carry on their transactions with greater 
ease, : 

73. Continuing its article on the economic condition of Orissa, past and 


A railway complaint. 
Barundai station of 


Dacoits plundering and out- 
raging female modesty. 


The proposal of quartering 
troops in Cashmere. 


Cooking 
temple. 


The 


economic condition 
Orissa. : 


alarge army of 
. Jagirs 
occupied the Orissa Province, and 
to date, they would have formed 


-atks and Khandaits, who had 
for their maintenance, when the British 
had they been maintained and trained up 
a good local militia both for purposes of 
attack and defence. It was very unwise to dispense with their services and 
to add to the general cost of the exchequer by maintaining European trvops 
= their place. During the early days of British rule, there were many 
nya Deputy Magistrates and Collectors and Uriyas were to be seen in 
ma department of the State. The Salt Department gave work to many. 
_ state of things bas entirely changed. A flourishing tenantry, contented 
come of landlords and tradesman, and a respectable gentry have given 
Place to poor, discontented, disappointed and hungry place-hunters. 


| CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


BENGALI ‘T'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, Bengals Translator. 


The 1st August, 1908, 
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GaRJATBASINI, 
July 18th, 1903. 


GARJATBASINI. 


GaRJATBASINI, 


SaMaD VaHBIEa, 
July 16th, 1908. 


SaMvabD VaBixa., 


SaMVAD VaHIEa. 


SAMVAD VAHIEA, 


of Present, the same pet points out that there was 
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